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 ViewPoint of
A New

In the living room of a 
reformed colonial revival 
home in Westport, Jurassic 
Onyx marble coffee 
tables and a custom sofa 
from Ali Budd Interiors 
play understudy to the 
expansive water views.

A modern overhaul breathes life into a tired 
colonial revival—and exposes spectacular 

        water views in the process.

Text by  ALYSSA GIACOBBE   |  Photography by  TIM WILLIAMS
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 It’s not often that Westport architect Jon Halper is 
presented with the request to completely transform 

a fairly young house. But the new homeowners of a nearly 
7,000-square-foot colonial revival in Westport originally built 
in 2004 wanted something a little less, well, colonial.

LEFT: Architect Jon Halper took 
the structure down to its basic 
outline as a series of gable-roof 
boxes while removing any overt 
colonial details, including the 
front-facing doghouse dormers. 
BELOW: The open-plan first floor 
includes a hand-carved dining 
table in Meganite Mt. Cremo 
Carrara custom designed by Ali 
Budd Interiors. FACING PAGE: A 
floating central staircase allows 
for unobstructed views from 
the very first step inside.
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To the active family of four, the home’s biggest 
draws were its expansive water views, as well as 
its third floor, which was higher than zoning laws 
permit but grandfathered in. “What they didn’t find 
attractive,” says Halper, “were the floor plan, the 
layout, and the aesthetics.” 

Creating a more modern look meant stripping 
way back, starting from the outside. The couple 
wanted to lose the existing trims, moldings,  

dormers, and all other historical colonial elements, 
says Halper. Inside, the aim was to open up the 
ground-floor walls and maximize the views. The 
challenge, he says, was translating their desires 
into a coherent architectural solution—one that 
wouldn’t fall down—and landing on an aesthetic 
that still felt natural to the house. 

Halper and primary project architect Eliza Rubin 
collaborated on the complete overhaul. “We spent a 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: A 
built-in breakfast banquette 
features a large pendant 
by Cocoon Furnishings and 
chairs by Thomas Hayes 
Studio. In the dining area, 
the pendant light by Condor 
Design represents another 
(ultimately happy) departure 
from the client’s “minimal 
lighting” directive; the chairs 
are by Cuff Studio. The kitchen 
was designed around the 
statement-making Cristallo 
Blue quartzite from BAS 
Stone.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: In the 
primary bedroom, a rug and sofa 
from Elte and coffee table from 
Anthropologie Home provide a 
comfortable and picturesque 
reading nook. Interior designer 
Shawna Gerlock solved the 
problem of privacy in the 
extensively windowed main 
bathroom with concealed roll-
down shades. Textures mingle 
in the “sports lounge,” where 
Cipollino marble from BAS Stone 
on the fireplace surround pairs 
with oak paneling on the walls and 
ceiling. A bathroom showcases 
House of Hackney wallpaper and 
a bespoke vanity by Ali Budd 
Interiors fabricated in Mystery 
Rose marble from BAS Stone.

lot of time detailing it to look like we didn’t  
do anything,” says Halper. A long-span  
structural approach enabled the team to reduce 
the number of visible first-floor walls and  
columns, while extra-large windows in unique 
configurations bolstered the airiness, added 
interest, and, of course, gave way to killer views. 
They also removed six street-facing doghouse 
dormers and repurposed that saved square  
footage to add a single large dormer at the back 
of the house. 

Inside, the primary staircase played a major 
role in Rubin’s execution of the client’s vision. 
“We spent a lot of time talking about what you 
see when you first enter the house,” says Halper. 
“The stairs were already centrally located; they 
could have been reconfigured in a number of 
ways, but ultimately the goal was to keep them 
where they were, but not hamper the water  
views when you first walk in, or really ever.  
So we made the staircase as light and transpar-
ent as possible.” 

That meant creating a glass-and-wood 
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ARCHITECTURE: Halper Architects

INTERIOR DESIGN: Ali Budd Interiors

BUILDER: Oliver Wilson Construction

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Growing Designs

structure, with no visible posts, that appears to float 
from the first floor all the way to the third. “It was 
a fun, unique challenge that ended up being a very 
cool sculptural, central piece,” he says.

For the interiors, Shawna Gerlock, the design 
director at Toronto-based Ali Budd Interiors, took  
a similarly view-oriented approach—right down  
to the placement of the kitchen faucet. 

“Everything feels connected,” says Gerlock. 
“There’s a connection between the finishes in the 
dining room to the living room to the water out-
side.” Colors stayed largely neutral and furnishings 
soft, with deep, cozy sofas and warm oak paneling 
helping to offset the sleek stonework throughout.

“Super minimal and quiet were our client’s  
guiding mantras,” Gerlock says. “It was even a push 
to get the two pendant fixtures in the dining room 
and breakfast area. But the otherwise simple space 
made it easy and fun to choose pieces and finishes 
that really stand out.” The views, however, remain 
the undisputed star of the show. 
EDITOR’S NOTE: For details, see Resources.

“Everything feels connected. There’s a 
connection between the finishes in the dining

     room to the living room to the water outside.”
—INTERIOR DESIGNER SHAWNA GERLOCK

ABOVE: The owners envisioned what they called a “cantina,” a covered area for outdoor entertaining similar to one you might find at a resort. FACING PAGE: A 
third-floor office space features Phillip Jeffries wallpaper, a desk from Made Goods, and a rug from CB2.


